Effects of vindesine on hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis.
Vindesine, a cell-cycle-specific agent currently employed in the treatment of some neoplasias, was able to produce a remarkable dose-dependent adrenocortical activation, but it was unable to increase plasma corticosterone in hypophysectomized rats in vivo. In addition, vindesine was able to increase ACTH release in vitro when tested on isolated pituitary cells in culture suggesting a direct involvement of the pituitary gland in the increase of adrenal secretion in vivo.